Official Census of Richland, Washington
(not counting out-lying areas)







1910   350







1920   279







1930   208







1940   247


In March 1943, the U.S. government took control of the towns of White Bluffs, Hanford, and 
Richland; in order to build the super secret Hanford Engineering Works as part of the 
Manhattan Project. The total area population of these three towns was about 1,500. Hanford and 
White Bluffs were demolished and Richland was chosen to be the new residential town (village) 
for the project. There was no concept of the Tri-Cities at this time. If anything Pasco and 
Kennewick were known as the Twin Cities. The Twin City Creamery in Kennewick was the only 
creamery for many years in the local area. Before World 
War 1; Kennewick had two weekly 
newspapers the Twin City Reporter and the Kennewick Courier. The Courier combined with the 
Reporter in April 1914 to become the Kennewick Courier-Reporter. During the early 1940’s Pasco 
was primarily a railroad town with its own identity with a population of about 4,000 and growing 
because of the construction of the Pasco Auxiliary Naval Air Station in 1942. Kennewick was 
primarily an agriculture town with its own identity with a population of about 2,000. Richland was a 
small orchard community situated between the Yakima and Columbia Rivers isolated, with no 
railroad connections. There was actually distance between the three towns. Pasco was served 
with the weekly 
Pasco Herald newspaper. Kennewick was served with the weekly Kennewick 
Courier-Reporter newspaper. Richland was served with the weekly Benton County Advocate 
newspaper. The three towns had no local radio stations at this time. Radio station KPKW 1340 on 
the AM dial, in Pasco, started broadcasting in early 1945 to become the first radio station in the 
area. The Benton County Advocate ceased publication shortly after the government take over. 
Richland was not served with another newspaper until March 8, 1945, when the weekly Villager 
began publication. The Richland Villager (Richland was added to the masthead later in the year) 
ceased publication in early 1950. The Richland Villager combined with the two day a week Pasco 
News in the summer of 1950 to become the daily Columbia Basin News which competed with the 
Tri-City Herald for the next 13 years. Every house and remaining track house in Richland was 
automatically given the free weekly Richland Villager newspaper every week during its five years 
of publication.
 
Richland was a strictly government controlled town with no toleration of any serious crime. 
Families were literally dispossessed from their rented government owed homes and had to 
move somewhere else; because they automatically lost their security clearance. Other reasons 
could be as mundane as poor job performance and questionable moral character.

Government controlled construction began in earnest in the “Richland Village” during June1943. 
By December 1943, Richland’s population had increased to about 1,000. A year later in 
December 1944, the population had increased to 11,760. In March 1945 Richland’s population 
peaked at about 15,000 after the initial phase of 
the original construction cycle was completed.


Richland was simply called the Village or the Richland Village for many years after until the late 
1940’s early 1950’s when Richland experienced their second round of expansion. Richland 
promoted itself as The Atomic City and The Atom Bustin’ Village Of the West. It was not until the 
mid 1950’s when the Tri-Cities started to be identified as the Tri-City area when diversification 
and more expansion occurred. The Pasco Herald changed from a weekly newspaper to a daily 
newspaper becoming the first daily newspaper in the area on November 13, 1947; changing its 
name to the Tri-City Herald serving Pasco, Kennewick, and Richland.

The reason for the Hanford Engineering Works was a complete mystery to everyone except for a 
handful of “in the know” people. These were indeed days of a “pioneer-frontier minded” 
mentality, with people coming in from all over the United States to help build and operate the 
HEW enterprise during the course of the most fearful war in human history. It is estimated that 50 
million to 60 million lives were lost including both combatants and civilians during WW2. 

The first Plutonium Atomic Bomb, produce at Hanford, was exploded Monday July 16, 1945 in a 
New Mexico desert to “see if the darn thing would work”.


The first Uranium Atomic Bomb, dropped in anger, produced at Oak Ridge, Tennessee nick 
named Little Boy was unleashed by a B-29 named Enola Gay upon Hiroshima, Japan Monday 
August 6, 1945. The August 9, 1945 edition of the weekly Richland Villager had for its front page 
headline “Richland is News Center of the World” describing Richland’s enormous pride being the 
“news center of the world” concerning such an historical earth shaking event and being a focal 
point of 
one of mans’ greatest achievements during WW2 thus changing the world forever 
from that time on. On the same day August 9, 1945 a second Plutonium Atomic Bomb 
nicknamed “Fat Man”, produced at Hanford, was dropped by a beefed up modified B-29 named 
Bock’s Car upon Nagasaki, Japan. Five days later on Tuesday August 14, 1945 Japan sued 
for peace and accepted the Potsdam Declaration of July 26, 1945 for unconditional 
surrender. Nineteen days later Sunday September 2, 1945 the peace treaty was signed on 
the United States Battleship Missouri in Tokyo Bay.

Of course Richland residents were wild with euphoria and pride when the first atomic bombs  
were dropped forcing Japan to surrender ending the worst war in human history and saving 
uncounted lives that would have been lost if the Japanese home land would have been invaded. 
On Monday September 3, 1945 Richland celebrated with a mile long combination military/civic 
pride parade on George Washington Way. This was the first  Richland Day that was celebrated. 
In 1948 the annual celebration was re-named Atomic Frontier Days lasting until 1960 when 
the last Atomic Frontier Days was celebrated.

The Hanford construction site population peaked at about 51,000 during 1944 and was just about 
a ghost town by February 1945. About a total of 145,000 workers cycled  through the Hanford 
construction phase from 1943 through 1945 due to those famous ‘termination winds’. When the 
Cold War began, North Richland was constructed to help support the build-up of the Hanford 
Nuclear Reservation in 1947-49. Camp Hanford was developed in 1950-51 to provide air 
defenses for Hanford.

The original Richland High School was built in 1911 and served the small orchard 
community until April 1944 when the student body transferred into the new nearly built Columbia 
High School, completing the 1943-44 school year, in order to meet the demands of an exploding 
population. The new Columbia High School fielded a football team for the 1944-45 school year 
with about 40 team players. This team was the first high school football team since 1926 to 
represent Richland. During the course of the 1944-45 school year there was no local Richland 
coverage of Col-Hi sports because Richland did not have a local newspaper. Col-Hi sports were 
reported in out of town newspapers, the 1945 Col-Hi Columbian annual, and the 
newly founded 
school newspaper Sandstorm. During the course of one year 1944-1945 Columbia High School 
had three different mascots. Originally the mascot was the Broncs carried over from the old 
Richland High School which adopted the Broncs mascot during the 1937-38 school year. The 
mascot was changed to the Beavers after the 3rd football game of the 1944 football season. 
There were players from 26 different states that played on this team many playing football for the 
first time. The turnover rate was so high that many of the players did not graduate during 
the 
school year but moved on. At the start of the 1945 football season Columbia High School, with 
about 25 new team players, adopted the Bomber mascot. There were players from 17 different 
states that played on this team many playing for 
the first time.

During the beginning of the 1945-46 school year, the same week Japan signed the peace treaty 
on the Missouri, Col-Hi was deciding whether to adopt the Atomizer mascot or the Bomber 
mascot, because of the tremendous pride of Richlanders for their part in contributing to the 
developing of the Atomic Bomb at the Hanford Engineering Works. The Thursday September 13, 
1945 edition of the weekly Richland Villager lead sports story headline stated “Fifty-Two Out for 
Col-Hi Football”. The last paragraph in this article states “Indications are that the Col-Hi 
teams formerly known as the “Beavers” may this year be known as the “Bombers”, or 
“Atomizers” because of the nation wide publicity the village has received as the home of 
the Atomic Bomb”.

The Bomber mascot won out. 


The first published weekly Richland Villager reference of the Col-Hi football team as the 
“Bombers” was the Thursday October 4, 1945 edition reporting the second game of the 1945 
football season against the Hermiston Bulldogs which was played on Friday September 28, 1945 
(the very first game played at the Bomber Bowl). The Bombers won 7 – 0. 

The rest is history:

For the next several years reporting by the Richland Villager and the Tri-City Herald describing 
Col-Hi football, at least through the rest of the 1940s and early1950’s, were laced with such 
phrases as the “Atomic City eleven” and The Atom Bombers.


Some examples of this era reporting would be the first Pasco game of the 1945 football season 
describing Richland’s 0-51 loss to Pasco reported in the Richland Villager; “Using a 
powerhouse of precision team work, the Pasco Bulldogs out bombed the Columbia Bombers 51- 
0 in a one sided free scoring match last Friday in the Bomber Bowl. The Richland Villager 
reporting the first game of the 1946 football season described the Bombers 27 – 0 win over 
Selah this way; “The Selah Vikings have a general idea how Japan felt after the atomic 
bombings, for the Col-Hi Bombers literally blasted the Vikings out of the Yakima fair grounds to 
the bomb-bursting tune of 27 to 0 last Friday night”.


The 1946 Grandview football game was reported by the Richland Villager thusly in the first 
paragraph: “The effects of good coaching and a game, willing squad, were beginning to show 
Saturday as the Col-Hi Bombers blasted the Grandview Greyhounds in the first afternoon game 
of the season”. The 1949 Pasco football game was pictured “Pasco feels Atomic Power” 
describing the Bombers 26 – 6 win by the Tri-City Herald. These are some examples of late 
1940’s style reporting using the Atomic Bomb metaphor. 

As the years progressed the Atom Bomb imagery disappeared as sports reporting styles became 
more sophisticated. When the Soviet Union exploded their first Atomic Bomb on August 29, 
1949 the Bomb metaphor became less appealing or unique. Also; the Tri-City area was 
becoming more cosmopolitan and was losing their highly partisan mentality that had existed in 
previous years.

As the decades went by; new Richland school administrators decided to rewrite history so as 
to be in-tune with the prevailing political correctness attitudes that were in play; --  and taught 
incorrectly the story of the Richland High School mascot change substituting and 
institutionalizing 
the ‘Days Pay’ B-17 episode as the reason for the Richland High School 
mascot. There are 
some people who do not want to be reminded about such events as the atomic bombings that 
caused such pain, suffering, death and destruction and hold in disdain others who want to still 
keep symbols such as a mushroom cloud and statements such as “nuke em’ til they glow” or 
“proud of the cloud”. I can’t think of anyone who would think this way and would remind those of 
such a mindset that the ones who want to be faithful to historical facts hate and detest war just 
as passionately as they do. If Japan had not started the war in the first place none of this 
would 
have happen. The atomic bomb would have been directed against Nazi Germany as originally 
planned. Consider Paul Tibbets pilot of the Enola Gay B-29 and Chuck Sweeney pilot of the 
Bock’s Car B-29; -- about their feelings of the events of August 1945. Their statements are on 
record. They knew what their duty was and they did it in order to end such an awful war that had 
cost the lives of so many. Others; knowing that the atomic bomb was the real reason for the 
mascot change, so as not to upset the political correctness apple cart, accepted the ‘Days 
Pay” story as an alternate reason which has resulted in Richland High School now having two 
mascot representations; the mushroom cloud and the B-17. Others (they are increasingly 
becoming smaller as the years go by) know what the real story is. Still others, wanting, not to 
offend anyone, promoted the ‘Days Pay’ event that occurred during 1944. In 1993 the ‘Days Pay’ 
mural was painted on the side of Art Dawald Gymnasium donated by the class of 1993. 
Unfortunately many in the new generation believed the myth that this was the reason for 
the 
Bomber mascot. In reality the “Days Pay” episode in the summer of 1944 where Hanford 
employees donated a day’s pay for the purchase of a B-17 bomber was just a “side bar” event. 
These types of events were very common throughout the country during WW2 and were held to 
help to support the war effort. During the course of the war numerous bond campaigns were held 
in the United States. Most of the Hanford employees that were involved in buying the B-17 
bomber in the summer of 1944 were gone and had moved on after the completion of building the 
Hanford Engineering Works. There was an effort, by some Richland residents after the war was 
over, to try to bring back the ‘Days Pay B-17’ to the local area; but their efforts failed and the B-17 
ended up in the scrap heap. These Richland residents of 1945 would not have ever associated 
‘Days Pay’ for being the reason for the mascot at Col-Hi.  Neither would have the Col-Hi class of 
1946 have had such a conception of the ‘Days Pay” being the reason for the mascot. The whole 
area of Richland, Pasco, and Kennewick had nothing but Atomic Bomb on their minds and relief 
in their hearts that the war had ended in such a dramatic unexpected fashion.

Some More:

1946 Columbian Annual

Atomic symbol on many tab pages.


Beginning of the Bomberettes  (Girls Pep Club).

Secret Formula of Atomic Bomb (of course it is blank).

1946 Columbian Annual Forward - - - (memories of the 1945-46 school year):






Foreward

This is your annual—the contents which are to retain those cherished 


memories of your wonderful schooldays, and keep them forever within your hands reach.


For memories sake and because of its greatness, we have carried the “Atomic Bomb” 
theme through the annual in an effort to symbolize the world history, which has been in 
progress here in Richland, in which we and our parents have had a part.


We sincerely hope as years go by, and you take your place in the world, that not only will you 
look back on this year book with thoughts of all your schooldays, but also with remembrance of 
Richland and our accomplished purpose here.

 Pretty much the same sentiments and like symbols were expressed in the 1948 Col-Hi 
Columbian Annual.

From the late 1940’s through the early 1960’s a green and gold bomb case was displayed at mid-
court before each home basketball game during the warm-ups of the Richland Bomber basketball 
team. Bomber rivals were always trying to steal it.

The March 15, 1950 edition of the Seattle Times reporting on the start of the 26th 
annual Class 
“A” State Basketball Tournament, held at the University of Washington basketball gymnasium, 
printed a sports cartoon symbolizing the 16 participating 
teams’ mascots. Richland’s mascot 
representation was a Bomb falling from the skies.


For the purist; some try to establish a timeline and attempt to pinpoint the exact time when the 
Bomber mascot change occurred. Unfortunately history is not so accommodating; especially 
about such a topic about a high school mascot change. In October 1944 Col-Hi’s mascot 
change 
from the Broncs to the Beavers was not publicly documented. Some team members recall the 
1944 Col-Hi football team, when reporting for football practice in preparation for the 4th game on 
their schedule, were informed that the school mascot was now the Beavers. The Richland Village 
was still in the process of hurried construction and the powers to be probably wanted to remove 
any remembrance of the old town of Richland while establishing new traditions with the new 
incoming residents. Now a year later with the earth shaking news of the atomic bomb on 
everyones mind -- could the new school mascot agreement have been at a pep assembly, or a 
school wide student body event, or at an ASB meeting or by agreement of Col-Hi athletes?  
Nobody knows with absolute certainty. But there is plenty of reasonable evidence to be 
considered concerning the Atomic Bomb scenario. Paul Nissen editor and manager of the weekly 
Villager was very persistent and wanted the world shaking events of the past month to be 
recognized. However the word does not get out to everybody at once. Remember this is 1945 
and there were no instant communications as we understand it today and the partisanship 
rivalries between the towns were in play. The weekly Kennewick Courier-Reporter still 
reported the1945 Richland Football team as the Beavers when the annual football jamboree 
was played at Kennewick September 14, 1945 before the regular season began. 
Richland’s 
opening game of the1945 football season was played Friday September 21, 1945 at 
Prosser. There was no reference of the Richland mascot in the weekly Villager edition of 
September 20, 1945 reportage of the upcoming game against Prosser. The weekly Villager 
edition of September 27, 1945 reportage of Richland’s 0 - 25 lost to the Prosser Mustangs again 
did not mention Richland’s mascot. The sub-headline was “Village Boys cannot stop Upriver 
Team”. The first edition of the Col-Hi student newspaper Sandstorm of September 28, 1945 
reported the Prosser football game sub-headlined “Richland Beavers Off To Bad Start In Friday 
Game” At this point in the timeline one could surmise that the Beavers mascot was still in play. 
Why would the student newspaper still use the Beaver mascot when two weeks earlier the weekly 
Villager was reporting the possible Atom Bomb imagery change? Had not the mascot 
changed happened yet?  This is where it gets dicey. Could it be that the word was slow in 
getting out?  Did not Doris Taylor (Sandstorm faculty advisor) clue in the Sandstorm student staff 
about the mascot change? The second game of the 1945 Col-Hi football season against the 
Hermiston Bulldogs was played Friday September 28, 1945 at the newly completed Bomber 
Bowl.  Richland won 7 – 0. The October 4, 1945 edition of the weekly Villager reported the 
Hermiston game thusly: sub-headlined “Bombers show much improvement” This is the first 
Bomber mascot reference published by the Villager. From this point on the Villager reported all 
Col-Hi athletic games using the Bomber mascot name. A week later the Thursday October 11, 
1945 edition of the weekly Pasco Herald still reported Richland Beavers – Pasco Bulldogs 
upcoming game at Richland to be played Friday October 12, 1945. The weekly Pasco Herald 
edition of Thursday October 18, 1945 finally got it right using the Bomber mascot in its reportage 
of Pasco’s 51 – 0 victory over the Bombers. The Col-Hi student Sandstorm newspaper second 
edition October 19, 1945 reporting on the same game also finally reports the Bomber mascot 
name. (What took them so long)?  It gets even more perplexing. The weekly Kennewick Courier-
Reporter edition of November 1, 1945, reporting on the first Kennewick-Richland football game 
played on Friday October 26, 1945 at the Bomber Bowl headlined the game thusly: “Beavers lose 
to Lions 49 – 6” -- still using the Beaver mascot name. Three weeks later the November 22, 1945 
edition of the weekly Kennewick Courier-Reporter reporting on the last game of the 1945 football 
season between Richland and Kennewick played at Kennewick on Friday November 16, 1945 --
still used the Beaver mascot name for Richland in their reportage of the game. This was six 
weeks after the weekly Richland Villager was reporting the Bomber mascot name. Talk about 
slow communication between towns. That was the way it was during this era. 
 
Some have felt that during the 1946-47 school year (a full year later) the term “Fly Boys” started 
to be used describing the Bomber basketball team which in their minds would support the Days 
Pay B-17 mascot story. The “Fly Boys” phrase did not originate with Col-Hi students but was 
used by new people that had come to Richland in the intervening year. New Richland Villager 
sports reporters and KPKW radio station sportscasters had arrived on the scene. The service 
team Pasco Flyers which had represented the Pasco Naval Air Station was still on the minds of 
some during this time and was mistakenly associated with the Bomber mascot of Col-Hi. The 
Pasco Naval Air Station closed in June1946 and the remaining assets were sold to the public. 
Naturally the students writing for the 1947 Col-Hi Columbian followed the adults lead. Also 
Coach Joe Barker had the 1946-47 Bomber basketball team playing an exciting brand of 
basketball ,fast 
pace run and gun style, which resulted in a District Championship trophy for the 
Bombers. The March 6, 1947 edition of The Richland Villager bold front page headline said it all 
Bombers Win Title”.

In review; Richland residents in August 1945 exhibited a proud euphoric partisan 
attitude. When 
the news of the atomic bomb became public knowledge the Richland Villager and Pasco Herald 
printed extra editions on Monday August 6, 1945 with bold headlines “It’s Atomic Bombs”. On 
Tuesday August 14, 1945 the Richland Villager again printed an extra edition reporting Japan’s 
surrender with another bold headline “PEACE – OUR BOMB CLINCHED IT”.  Richland was 
extremely proud of what had transpired at Hanford expressing personal ownership of the event.
Paul Nissen, editor and manager of the weekly Villager; operated by Villager Inc; an organization 
of Richland residents, persisted in extolling the world shaking events that had just happen. For 
the rest of the month there was a campaign waged by Paul Nissen to ensure that Richland gain 
proper recognition. Mr. Nissen was a member of the Richland School Board during the 1944-45 
and 1945-46 school years. The Beaver mascot was totally inadequate for Columbia High School 
representing the town of Richland with its new found national and international reputation which 
demanded recognition. The rest is history. The atomic bomb imagery was adopted by the 
Richland high school and the Bomber mascot became the official representation of Col-Hi as 
the 1945-46 school year got into full swing. The official word did eventually get out -- but it did 
take some time.

The mascot controversy has been going on for many years now. Many entries have been 
published on the Richland Bomber Alumni Web Site and in the opinion page of the Tri-City 
Herald. Some express a total lack of interest and some express passionately for one side or  
the other. Most of the older generations, the ones that are closer to the events of 1945, support 
the Atomic Bomb reason. Some of the younger generations that are removed from the events of 
1945 have bought into the Days Pay B-17 myth.

Keith Maupin (Col-Hi class of 1947 RIP) has published an excellent paper entitled “The Bomber, 
The Bomb, and The Bombers – Myth, History, and Traditions” concerning the Bomber mascot. 


Burt Pierard (Col-Hi class of 1959) has written some excellent articles concerning the Bomber 
(Atomic Bomb versus Days Pay) mascot issue on the Bomber Alumni Web Page.


Lorin St. John (Col-Hi class of 1955)

Pasco

